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illustrated. 1912 edition. Excerpt: . . . a short distance. The visionary Baldwin then chose two of three swords of
bent shape, and then sent a messenger calling the prior to come to him; and when he came, with five or six
other monks, the vision of Baldwin spoke again, saying, It is my wish to destroy this new cathedral which you
are building that is, the one which was replacing the burned choir of Conrad, and for that end have I made this
wheel; but now I am unable to turn it without your help. Therefore push it round, and destroy all this work. So
the prior and the five others put their shoulders to the wheel and pushed, and they were not able to move it.
And Baldwin, when he saw this, said, There are too few; go, fetch other monks. And two more came; and they
also were unable to move the wheel. Therefore Baldwin cried out indignantly, Go, call the whole monastery; but
only two more would come. But now the young monk turned trembling to St Thomas. Have pity, have pity, O
my lord, for if the whole monastery should come and the wheel should move, then will all this new building be
destroyed, and then will the whole monastery be overthrown. And Becket replied, Do not fear: it will not move;
and he drew forth a sword of great size and splendour, and on it were written letters of gold; and when the
young monk...
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