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Delivered at the Meeting of the Conference at the Johns Hopkins University on November 27, 1920 All teachers of
English are familiar with the young man who admits no recognition when he comes upon such a line as she
would have ta en Achilles by the hair and bent his neck; with the other young man who hears behind Tennyson
s Push off, and sitting well in order smite The sounding furrows no echo of Virgilian phrase; and with the third
gentleman who is surprised that he should be expected to know whom Milton could possibly have had in mind
when he spoke of That shepherd, who first taught the chosen seed from the secret top of Oreb or of Sinai. These
young people, for they are not all of one sex, are merely symbols of an ignorance which goes a long way
towards making Milton - to mention the chief among many - a shut book to the modern world. There is a story
that a professor at one of our largest universities discovered that no one in a group of Juniors and Seniors
could identify Judas Iscariot; exasperated, he cried out: Gentlemen, is there anyone in the room who has heard
of Jesus Christ! The fact that one student took the question seriously and raised his hand is humorous, if you
like; but the story, as Carlyle would have said, is significant of much. The obvious argument, drawn from the
facts, is that English teachers should encourage,...
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