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ancient world, and reaches all the way to present day and the contemporary crimes of trafficking and bonded
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uprising of Spartacus, the plantations of the Indies, and the murderous forced labour of the gulags and
concentration camps. Slavery helped consolidated transoceanic empires and helped mould new world societies
such as America and Brazil. In the Atlantic trade, Black also looks at the controversial area of how complicit the
African peoples were in the trade. He then charts the long fight for abolition in the 19th century, including both
the campaigners as well as the lost voices of the slaves themselves who spoke of their misery. Finally, as Black
points out, slavery has not been completely abolished today and coerced labour can be found closer to home
than is comfortable.
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