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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1867 Excerpt: . OF ETHELRED. 327 Under jSIthelred nothing was done; or, more truly,
Chap. v. throughout his whole reign, he leG undone those things which he ought to have done, and he did those
things which he ought not to have done. For the fault of.$!thelred, aGer all, was not mere weak-Character
ness.1 The Unready King showed occasional glimpses of, . vigor. vigour which might for a moment remind men
that he?u lways came of the same stock as Eadward the Unconquered wrong and as thelstan the Glorious. But
it was a vigour which came only by fits and starts, which acted only at unfitting times and for unfitting objects.
As far as we can judge by his actions, his character was not one of mere abject incapacity like Edward of
Caernarvon. He was rather like Richard of Bourdeaux, idle, careless, governed by worthless favourites, but
showing ever and anon, though always in the wrong place, signs of a strong will and a capacity for vigorous
action. So now it was at this memorable crisis of his Kingdom. He had at last got together a fleet and army,
and, having got it together, he would do something witli it. But the Danes were gone; they had got together The
Danes their plunder, and had sailed away, as before, to sell Normandy. it in the Norman ports.2 JSthelred took
advantage of,0O 1 Compare on this head a remarkable passage of William of Malmesbury, ii. 165. Verumtamen
multa mihi...
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