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Haus Publishing Limited, United Kingdom, 2009. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 177 x 110 mm. Language: N/A.
Brand New Book. The delicately paced structure of Lenz s novella begins with the memorial ceremony for a
popular young English mistress, Stella Petersen, seamlessly alternating between this scene and eighteen-year-
old Christian s memory of a summer love affair with his tutor. They keep their mutual attraction concealed at
school and as the season goes on the lovers continue to meet discreetly. Tragedy strikes when Stella goes on
holiday with friends, sailing around the Danish islands. As the yacht returns to Hirtshafen at the end of the trip,
a storm breaks. Before Christian s eyes his beloved is flung overboard and fatally wounded. Lenz was twenty or
thirty pages into writing A Minute s Silence when his wife of fifty-six years died. Grief-stricken, he suffered from a
serious bout of writer s block and it seemed he would never finish the novel. With the passage of time, Lenz
found that he could write again and complete this tender love story. Despite the obvious distance and
difference of Lenz s own long marriage and the brief, youthful passion of Christian for Stella, Lenz has wrought
a well-aimed response to Auden s famous request: Tell me the truth about love.
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