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OBrien wrote this book in London during the fall of 1917 while recovering from a two month trek across
Western Europe. On August 17, 1917, he was shot in the throat during a battle with German planes at 8, 000 feet.
He survived the crash of his Sopwith Pup aeroplane and was operated on by a German Army physician in the
enemys field hospital, saving his life. One month later, while being transferred with other prisoners to the
German interior, he jumped from the moving prison train and began his journey behind enemy lines through
Germany, Luxemburg and Belgium. At the Holland border he dug under a nine-foot electrical fence to freedom.
One week later he was guest of the King of England for nearly one hour at Buckingham Palace. OBrien was an
American from Momence, lllinois who joined the British Royal Flying Corp before the United States had its own
air force. He had joined the U. S. Army Signal Corp where testing had begun on military aircraft. Pat was
among the first pilots to test aircraft at North Island in San Diego. He became impatient waiting for the Army to
form an official aviation force and for President Wilson to join the war. He resigned the Signal Corp and joined
the British effort in Canada, eventually earning his wings in England. Following his escape, OBrien was given a
six-month medical leave and returned home to Momence on January 22, 1918. One week later he began a
speaking tour of the United States to raise war bonds. He spoke in every major city in the country and replaced
William Jennings Bryant as the top speaker in the country that year. His top-selling book Outwitting...
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