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Democratic Nominee for President, and General Joseph Lane, Democratic Nominee for Vice President The
history of John C. Breckinridge, the nominee of the National Democracy, for the highest office within the gift of
the American people, is one of the most brilliant and successful in the annals of the distinguished men of our
country. He was descended from an ancestry, both on his paternal and maternal side, who were distinguished
in the wars of the Revolution; in the subsequent political conflicts and history of the country, and especially
distinguished for their great services in the advancement of religion, learning, and good morals. In Kentucky
the name of Breckinridge is held in special veneration; for it is connected with the authorship of the first regular
constitution of Kentucky and the celebrated State-rights resolutions of 1798, and is also connected with the first
efforts made in Kentucky to open the navigation of the Mississippi to the great West. Of his ancestors on the
maternal side are Witherspoon and Smith, the former a signer of the Declaration of Independence, and both
presidents of Princeton College. The connection is an extremely large one, and has been characterized by
patriotic and useful services through several generations. He was born near Lexington, Kentucky, on the 16th of
January, 1821, and, although not forty years of age, is the second officer of the Government - a position, it is
universally conceded, he fills with great ability, dignity, and impartiality; and now, by the unanimous voice of
his party, he is presented for the first office - selected to bear their standard in the approaching Presidential...
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