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Print on Demand *****.This report was commissioned by the U.S.
Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF) in order to update its
2004 recommendation on screening for hepatitis B virus (HBV)
infection in nonpregnant adolescents and adults. In 2004, the
USPSTF recommended against screening asymptomatic persons
in the general population for chronic HBV infection, based on a
lack of evidence showing that screening improves morbidity or
mortality associated with HBV infection; that the prevalence of
HBYV infection is low in the general population; and that the
majority of infected individuals do not develop chronic infection,
cirrhosis, or other HBV-related liver disease. The USPSTF noted
the poor predictive value of screening strategies for identifying
persons at high risk for infection and limited evidence on the
effectiveness of treatment interventions. The USPSTF also
pointed out that routine vaccination has reduced the number of
new HBV infections, particularly for children and adolescents,
decreasing the burden of chronic HBV infection. HBV is a
douhle-stranded DNA virus enclosed in a nucleocansid nrotein
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