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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1914 edition. Excerpt: . the incorporation of trades unions1 Lest what I say on the
advisability of incorporating trade unions be misunderstood, it seems wise to state at the outset my views of
their value to the community. They have been largely instrumental in securing reasonable hours of labor and
proper conditions of work; in raising materially the scale of wages, and in protecting women and children from
industrial oppression. The trade unions have done this, not for the workingmen alone, but for all of us; since the
conditions under which so large a part of our fellow citizens work and live will determine, in great measure, the
future of our country for good or for evil. This improvement in the condition of the workingmen has been
almost a net profit to the community. Here and there individuals have been sacrificed to the movement; but the
instances have been comparatively few, and the gain to the employees has not been attended by a
corresponding loss to the employer. In many instances, the employer s interests have been directly advanced as
an incident to improving the conditions of labor; and perhaps in no respect more than in that expressed by a
very wise and able railroad president in a neighboring State, who said: I need the labor union to protect me
from my own arbitrariness. 1 An address delivered at a meeting of the Economic Club of Boston, December 4,
1902, and published in the Green Bag, January,...
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